





MAIN 
READING ROOM 


[No. 47] 
SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS ON H. R. 6078, H. R. 7696, H. R. 7133 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
SuBcoMMITTEE No. 1, 
Washington, D). C., Friday, June 28, 1957. 
The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Overton Brooks, chair- 
man of the subcommittee, presiding. 
Mr. Brooxs. The subcommittee will please come to order. 
The first bill that we will take up this morning will be H. R. 6078, 
by Mr. Broyhill. 
(The bill referred to is as follows:) 


[H. R. 6078, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To provide for the erection of suitable markers at Fort Myer, Virginia, to com- 
memorate the first flight of an airplane on an Army installation, and for other purposes 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Army shall provide 
for the erection of a suitable marker at Fort Myer, Virginia, to commemorate 
the first flight of an airplane on an Army installation, which occurred on Sep- 
tember 3, 1908, when Wilbur and Orville Wright demonstrated their “flying 
machine” for possible purchase by the Army. Such marker shall be unveiled 
with appropriate military ceremonies on September 3, 1958, the fiftieth anni- 
versary of such flight. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Army shall also provide for the erection of a suit- 
able bronze plaque at Fort Myer, Virginia, to mark the «pproximate site of the 
first crash of an airplane on an Army installation, which occurred on Septem- 
ber 17, 1908. As a result of such crash, Lieutenant Thomas BE. Selfridge subse- 
quently lost his life and became the first Army officer to pay the supreme sacri- 
fice in an effort to aid man’s endeavor to fly. 


Mr. Brooks. It will just take a moment. Our colleague is here and 
ve want to hear him, and then let him go. 

This is a bill to provide for the erection of suitable markers at Fort 
Myer, Va., to commemorate the first flight of an airplane on an Army 
installation, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Broyhill, do you have any statement you wish to make in refer- 
ence to this bill? 

Mr. Broruiti. Yes, Mr. Chairman. I havea very brief statement I 
would like to submit for the record, and then briefly cover the high 
points, 

Mr. Brooks. Goahead. Your statement will be filed. 

(The statement referred to is as follows :) 


STATEMENT BY Hon. JoeL T. BROYHILL IN BEHALF OF H. R. 6078 


On September 17, 1908, the Wright airplane, under purchase consideration by 
the Aeronautical Division, Signal Corps, United States Army, crashed at Fort 
Myer, Va. The pilot, Orville Wright, received injuries which kept him in station 
hospital at the post for 7 weeks. The official observer in the flight was Lt. Thomas 
Etholen Selfridge, class of 1903, West Point, who received fatal injuries in the 
crash. His death, 3 hours later at Walter Reed Hospital, marked the first death 
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of not only an American Army officer, but the first man in the world to die from 
injuries received,in an air crash. 

According to the Army-Navy-Air Force Register, on the day following the crash 
Maj. George O. Squier, Signal Corps, United States Army, president of the Signal 
Corps’ Aeronautical Board, stated that the spot where the accident occurred 
is to‘be marked by a suitable monument. 

Shortly thereafter a program was initiated to raise funds to have such a marker 
erected. Later the family raised a marker on the gravesite of Lt. Selfridge and 
the idea of the marker in front of the west gate, Arlington National Cemetery, 
was dropped. 

During the past 49 years the exact spot of the crash became partially lost. 
In December of 1956 the Register ran a story ““Where is the Kitty Hawk of the 
Army?” in which the suggestion was made that Congress cause such a marker 
to be erected at Fort Myer. 

It is desired to commemorate by granite marker the first demonstration flight 
of the airplane on a military post, September 3, 1908, and, to place a bronze 
placque on the west gate to indicate the exact spot of the crash of September 17, 
1908. 

Thanks to the interest and cooperation of the commanding officer of Fort Myer, 
Col. William Spicer, the exact spot has been determined and maps of said spot 
prepared. 

soth events took place in September 1908. Hence, it is deemed appropriate that 
the Department of the Army would have the unveiling, with appropriate military 
ceremonies, on September 3, 1958, which would mark the 50th anniversary of the 
beginning of military aviation. 

I understand that the Department of the Army has searched for funds legally 
available within their own organization. As the agency report states, the funds 
are available but the present bill should be amended to grant the legal authoriza- 
tion. I would be grateful if the committee would make the necessary change and 
give favorable consideration to H. R. 6078. 

Mr. Broyumu.. I have with me Dr. Thompson, who is Signal 
Corps historian. He will testify later, but I would like to have him 
here with me. I have also Mr. Steve Tilman, the associate editor of 
the Army-Navy-Air Force Register, and the Army Times. If these 
gentlemen would come up—— 

Mr. Brooxs. Tell us briefly, what does the bill do? 

Mr. Broyuit. It is a very simple and noncontroversial bill, I be- 

| 

lieve. In fact, the title of the bill itself gives a very good explanation 
to it. Of course, the bill is a very short bill, which expl: ins in good 
detail what is sought. The gener ral purpose is, of course, to recognize 
the beginning of our military aviation. We have properly rec ognized 
the history of American aviation by erecting suitable monuments at 
Kitty Hawk, and we feel it is altogether fitting and proper to do the 
same thing for the history of our militar y. 

Fort Myer, over at Arlington. Va., is the Kitty Hawk of military 
aviation. We had the first “flight there in 1908 ‘by Orville Wright. 
That was on September 3, 190S—and 14 d: ays later, I believe it was, 
on the 17th of September, we had another test flight there, in which 
Lieutenant Selfridge was killed in a crash. He was there as an aerial 
observer. 

The purpose of this bill, again, is to erect a suitable monument desig- 
nating the first flight, the one on the 3d of September 1908, and then 
a plaque, a bronze ‘plaque on the gates of Arlington Cemetery, which is 
a few feet from the first crash of September 17, 1908, at which time, as 
I say, Lieutenant Selfridge was killed. He was not only the first 
Army officer that was killed in an air crash, but also, I believe, the first 
human being that was killed in an air crash in the entire world. It is 
felt fitting and proper to make suitable recognition of those historical 
events. I understand the Department of Defense has rec ommended 


the favorable consideration of this bill. 
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Mr. Brooks. What would it cost ? 

Mr. Broyuitu. Somewhere between $3,000 and $3,500. 

Mr. Brooks. Has the Bureau of the Budget approved it ¢ 

Mr. Broynitn. Yes. And they have funds available. They would 
not to require separate appropriations at all. 

Mr. Brooks. Do you have a report ! 

Mr. Ducanprer. The Bureau of the Budget has approved it and the 
Department of Defense can absorb the $3,500 in its operations. 

Mr. Brooxs. Doctor, do you have a statement ? 

Dr. THompson. I have a statement here. I am Dr. Thompson, Chief 
of the Division. 

I think I need not repeat what has been urged. My statement re- 
peats substantially from the Army side what Congressman Broyhill 
has already told you. If you wish me to read it, I will, or I will pass 
out copies. 

Mr. Broox. Will you be able to get ready by September 3, 1958— 
this bill is not through yet, by a long way. 

Dr. Tnompson. Yes. The marker design has been drawn up. It 
is only a matter of a small marker, about 4 to 5 feet high, and can eas- 
ily be executed in the time following the passage of the bill. I hope it 
will be passed. 

And it authorizes the making of a bronze plaque commemorating the 
death of Selfridge, to be affixed to Arlington Cemetery wall, nearby 
the scene of the accident. So very little needs to be done and easily 
be accomplished if the bill is passed. 

Mr. Brooxs, Are youa historian / 

Dr. Tompson. I am Chief of the Signal Corps Historical Division. 

Mr. Brooks. Let me ask you this: My colleagues and I were down 
in Maxwell Field the other day, and they have a marker down there 
commemorating something that Orville Wright and Wilbur Wright 
did there at Maxwell Field. What is that? 

Dr. Tuomrson. I am not acquainted with that monument at Max- 
well Field. I believe Fred Tilman is. 

Mr. Brooxs. It is the first of something down there. Is it the first 
at an airbase / 

Mr. Truman. That was a civilian flying school set up by the Wright 
brothers, subsequent to the Army’s acceptance of its first plane, which 
was August 2,1909. I think the date of that is 1910 or 1911. 

Mr. Brooks. This precedes the other ? 

Mr. Tirman. This is the very first flight ever made of an airplane 
to demonstrate its potentialities to the military service. 

Mr. Brooks. I want to be sure we don’t commemorate the same thing 
in different plac es at the same time. Do you have a statement you w ish 
to make, sir ¢ 

Mr. Tran. All I wish to say, Mr. Brooks, last year, when I was 
assigned the job of writing a series of articles for the 50th anniver- 
sary for the establishment of the Air Force, I was absolutely amazed 
to find there was absolutely no marker at Fort Myer to commemorate 
the first flight, nor was there any historical marker as to where the 
first crash in the world ever took place. 

Thanks to the cooperation of the post commander, within 10 days 
we had established beyond any doubts the exact spot, in minutes, 
degrees, and seconds, of where the crash was. And then I approached 
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the Army to see if they would not want to have this marker on the 
50th anniversary. They were very cooperative. 


Mr. Brooxs. Who was killed at that crash ? 


Mr. Truman. Lieutenant Selfridge died 3 days later at Walter Reed 
Hospital. I was there, incidentally. Mr. Orville Wright was injured 
and remained in the post hospital at Fort Myer for 7 weeks. He had 


a very badly injured hip. There are only three of us living who were 
there on September 3, incidentally. 


Mr. Broyuixx. It is hoped that the Department of the Army would 
have an appropriate unveiling ceremony on September 3, 1958, com- 
memorating the first anniversary of this first flight in military avi iation. 

Mr. Brooxs. Are there any questions ? 

Mr. Bray. No questions. 

Mr. Brooks. Mr. Morris, any questions? 

Mr. Morris. No questions. 

Mr. Brooxs. Thank you very much. 

(The statement of Dr. Thompson is as follows :) 


STATEMENT OF Dr. GEoRGE R. THompson, CHIEF OF SIGNAL Corps HISTORICAL 
DIVISION, CONCERNING H. R. 6078 


Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am Dr. George R. Thompson, 
Chief of Signal Corps Historical Division, Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 
Department of the Army. The Department of the Army has been designated as 
the representative of the Department of Defense for this legislation. I represent 
the Department of the Army for that purpose. 

I have a brief prepared statement which I would like to present to the com- 
mittee. 

The purpose of the bill is stated in the title. The Department of the Army on 
behalf of the Department of Defense favors the above-mentioned bill. 

The first flight of an airplane on an Army installation took place on the parade 
ground at Fort Myer, Va., on September 3, 1908, This flight was the first in a 
series of tests to be made prior to acceptance of the airplane by the Government. 
Orville Wright was the pilot and the flight lasted 1 minute and 11 seconds. 

Lt. Thomas E. Selfridge, United States Army, requested the War Department 
to detail him as an observer at Fort Myer during the tests that were to be made 
prior to acceptance by the Government of the Wright airplane. On September 17, 
1908, at the invitation of Orville Wright, Lieutenant Selfridge flew as a passenger 
as the specifications required that the airplane be airborne for a certain period of 
time with the pilot and one passenger aboard. The plane crashed and the two 
airmen were rushed to the post hospital where Lieutenant Selfridge died. After 
several weeks in the hospital Orville Wright recovered. 

Although only 26 years of age at the time of his death, Lieutenant Selfridge 
had ardently associated himself with aerial experimentation and design. He 
made several balloon ascensions and flights in dirigibles. In May 1908 he piloted 
the White Wing airplane a product of the Aerial ixperimental Association. The 
tragic accident on September 17, 1908, ended a career which gave promise of being 
a big factor in expediting and perfecting heavier-than-air aircraft. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Department of the Army on behalf of the Depart- 
ment of Defense strongly recommends that the bill be favorably considered. 

The enactment of this bill will result in no increase in the budgetary require- 
ments of the Department of Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the Army posi- 
tion on this matter. 

I have appreciated this opportunity of appearing before the committee and shall 
be happy to answer any questions you may have on this bill. 


Mr. Brooxs. This was approved by the Department. The Bureau 
of the Budget has no objection to it. This is the 50th anniversary of 


the Air Foree—this year is—and the Air Force is anxious for it to be 
suitably commemorated. 


Is there any objection to reporting this bill out ? 
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Mr. Morrts. Mr. Chairman, may I make this one inquiry ? 

Mr. Brooks. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. ‘There is certainly no objection on my part, but what is 
the approximate amount ? 

Mr. Brooks. $3,500 will be the cost, according to the testimony, but 
that will be absorbed by the military itself, out of its appropri: ition. 

Mr. Morris. I see. ‘That is a small item from such an important 
event, I think. 

Mr. Brooks. It isan important event. 

If there is no objection, the bill will be reported favorably to the 
full committee. 

Mr. Broyutizi. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Broo KS. We have one other little bill remaining, which will 
take about 3 minutes: H. R. 7696, a bill to authorize certain persons 
to wear the uniform of Reserve Officers Training Corps. 

(The bill referred to is as follows:) 


[H. R. 7696, 85th Cong., 1st sess. ] 
A Bill to authorize certain persons to wear the uniform of a reserve officers’ training corps 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That section 773 of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by adding the following new subsection at the end thereof: 

“(c) Under such regulations as the Secretary of the military department con- 
cerned may prescribe, any person who is permitted to attend a course of instruc- 
tion prescribed for members of a reserve officers’ training corps, and who is not 
a member of that corps, may, while attending that course of instruction, wear the 
uniform of that corps.” 

Mr. Brooxs. This is a departmental bill, which I have introduced 
at the request of the Chairman. Do we have any witnesses on this 
measure ¢ 

Colonel Branrner. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Brooxs. Do you have a prepared statement? We are running 
a little late. If you would proceed with your statement at this time, 
I would appreciate it. 

You are Col. James A, Brantner ? 

Colonel Brantrner. Yes, sir. 

I am Lt. Coil. James A. Brantner, of the Office of the Director of 
Personnel Procurement and Training, Headquarters, United States 
Air Force. 

I appreciate this opportunity of appearing before you today, in be- 
half of the Department of Defense, to urge favorable consideration of 
H. R. 7696, to authorize certain persons to wear the uniform of a re- 
serve officers’ training corps. Appearing with me today, to answer 
any questions you may have, are Lt. Col. T. Kilday, Department of 
the Army, and Comdr. R. B. Harrell, Department of the Navy. 

The purpose of H. R. 7696 is to permit informally enrolled cadets 
of the ROTC to wear the ROTC uniform while pursuing their courses 
of study. Such cadets are students who are permitted to pursue the 
institutional phase of an ROTC course for academic credit only and 
are not candidates for appointment as commissioned officers upon com- 
pletion of the ROTC program. These students are highly selected 
individuals who for reasons of noncitizenship, age, limited production 
quota spaces, or minor physical disqualifications, are not accepted as 
formally enrolled cadets in the ROTC program. It has been the 
practice and policy of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, at the request 
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of institutional authorities, to permit such students to participate in 
the institutional phase of the ROTC course of study. ‘This policy is 
desirable in the interests of maintaining good relations with institu- 
tional authorities, as well as giving certain highly motivated and pa- 
triotic students an opportunity for military education and training 
which they would not otherwise receive. 

For those students who are noncitizens, we find a precedent already 
established in our service academies. This practice has served to 
foster friendship and good will with friendly foreign nations. 

The Department of Defense believes that it is inconsistent with the 
spirit of the practice of permitting informally enrolled cadets to par- 
ticipate in the institutional phase ‘of the ROTC program, to simulta- 
neously prohibit them from wearing the prese ‘ribed uniform during 
that training. All members of the ROTC are normally required to 
wear the ROTC uniform to military functions, parades, ceremonies, 
and for unit training during the institutional phase. Accordingly, in 
order for informally enrolled cadets to active ‘ly participate in these 
functions, they should be authorized to wear the ROTC uniform and 
thus be identified as participating students in the ROTC program. 

enactment of this legislation would cause no increase in budgetary 
requirements for the Department of Defense, since such students are 
not chargeable against enrollment quotas and are not entitled to com- 
mutation of subsistence, Government uniforms, or uniform allow- 
ances. In all instances, these students will purchase the ROTC uni- 
forms from their own funds. 

In conclusion, H. R. 7696 would provide a statutory exception to 
section 773 of title 10, United States Code, thereby authorizing an 
informally enrolled cadet to wear the ROTC uniform while pursuing 
the institutional phase of the ROTC program. 

For the reasons I have indicated, the Department of Defense urges 
favorable consideration of this measure. 

Mr. Brooxs. Tell us just a little bit more about the need for it and 
the purpose of it. 

Colonel Branrner. The need for the bill in question is the fact that 
at many of our institutions there are certain young individuals who 
enroll at a college that has the ROTC program, who desire to take 
this program. For reasons of a physical disqualification, or for rea- 
sons of noncitizenship, or by reasons of age, this individual is not 
authorized, either by law or by regulation, to participate formally in 
this program. 

Mr. Brooxs. Any questions? 

Mr. Price. I have none. I move it be reported out. 

Mr. Brooxs. Any further questions? 

Is there any discussion / 

If not, all in favor of the motion. 

The bill is ordered to the committee. 

We have a bill em it is a kindred bill, and perhaps can finish it this 
morning: H. R. 7133, a bill to extend the interim system for appoint- 
ment of cadets to t he United States Air Force Academy for an addi- 
tional 4 years. 
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(The bill referred to is as follows :) 
LH. R. 7133, 85th Cong., 1st sess.] 


A BILL To extend the interim system for spponismons of cadets to the United States Air 
Force Academy for an additional period of four years 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That section 6 of the Air Force Academy Act 
(68 Stat. 48) is amended by striking out the word “four” and inserting the 
word “eight” in place thereof. 

Sec. 2. Section 52 (b) of the Act of August 10, 1956 (ch. 1041 (70A Stat. 641) ), 
is amended by striking out the word “four” and inserting the word “eight” in 
place thereof. 

Mr. Brooxs. We have a prepared statement by General Briggs. 

Would you mind coming up, sir, General. Have a seat, General. 
You have come straight in : from the Air Force Academy at Denver ? 

General Bricas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. We are happy to hear from you. I have not had the 
privilege of seeing the Academy grounds that you have been working 
on, but I hope the whole committee has an opportunity to go out there 
someday and see them. 

General Briees. And I hope you all visit us. 

Mr. Brooks. You may proc eed with your statement, General. 

General Brieas. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I 
am Maj. Gen. James E. Briggs, Superintendent, United States Air 
Force Academy, Denver, Colo. 

I appreciate this opportunity of appearing before you today, in 
behalf of the Department of Defense, to outline for you the serious 
problem which will be facing the Academy, beginning July 1959, 
concerning the admission of future classes of cadets. This problem 
is not a new one to you, for it was brought out in 1954 by the Academy’s 
first Superintendent, the late Lt. Gen. Hubert R. Harmon, during the 
hearings on H. R. 5337, 83d Congress, the Air Force Academy ” Act. 

During those hearings, General “Harmon pointed out that initially, 
in order for the Academy to have the necessary time to procure its 
faculty and perfect its curriculum, it would be necessary that the 
size of the entering classes be limited for the first few years of the 
Academy’s operation, Your acceptance of this concept resulted in 
the enactment of section 6, Public Law 325, 83d Congress, which 
states: 

To permit an orderly increase in the number of Air Force cadets during the 
period ending not more than four years after the entrance of the initial class 
of the Academy, the Secretary of the Air Force may limit the number to be 
appointed each year during that period in the following manner: 

(a) Each Senator and Representative shall nominate not to exceed ten per- 


sons, who shall be eligible to take a competitive examination which shall be 
held annually. The number of vacancies allocated to each State shall be propor- 


tional to the representation in Congress from that State. Appointments from 
each State shall be made from among qualified candidates nominated from that 
State in the order of merit established by the examinations. 


(b) Vacancies allocated to other sources shall be filled from among qualified 
candidates in each category in order of merit established by similar competitive 


examinations and shall not exceed 15 per centum of the total number of appoint- 
ments authorized. 

The Academy has been located at its temporary facilities at Lowry 
Air Force Base, Denver, Colo., since the latter part of 1954. Without 
an additional expensive construction program, the present billeting, 
classroom, and messing facilities at Lowry restrict the total cadet 
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strength at Lowry to approximately 800 cadets. Our first class of 
306 entered the Academy in July 1955; the second class of 300 entered 
in July 1956; and our third class of 307 will enter in July 1957. Due 
to attrition, there are now approximately 500 cadets remaining of the 
first 2 classes. In July 1958 we expect to have an entering class of 448. 
The latter figure can be accommodated as the Academy is programed 
to move to its permanent facilities at Colorado Springs, Colo., in late 
summer of 1958. 

Section 6 of Public Law 325 is due to expire following the admis- 
sion of the 1958 class. Upon its expiration, the appointment of cadets 
to the United States Air Force Academy, beginning in 1959, would 
be governed by the same system which is presently | in effect for the 
United States’ Milit ary Academy at West Point; for example, each 
member of Congress could then have 4 obdets at the academy at any 
one time, with the total enrollment of the Academy being 2,496, plus 
24 foreign cadets. 

These cumulative appointment features of the West Point system 
could result in an entering class at the Air Force Academy in July 
1959 of approximately 1,640 cadets. The class entering in 1959 would 
then be almost twice the size of the entire three upper classes then at 
the Academy. This outsize class would subsequently result in classes 
of approximately 458, 372, and 463 entering for the next 3 years; and 
again in 1963, because of the cumulative effect of the outsize class in 
1959, a similar situation would then take place, with a class of 1,425 
entering that year. The chart before you (which is also attached to 
this statement as exhibit A) shows the great fluctuation in cadet 
strength which could occur unless the bill now before you is enacted. 
This serious imbalance in the cadet structure would create many prob- 
lems in the successful operation of the Academy. 

In particular, such a fluctuation in the size - classes would pro- 
duce a like fluctuation in training requirements, both personnel and 
equipment. For example, a substantial temporary increase in fresh- 
man faculty personnel would be needed upon entrance of the outsize 
class. In its second year a large freshman faculty would not be 
needed, but an equally large sophomore faculty would have to be 
obtained and so on as the outsize class moved through each of its 4 suc- 
cessive years. The same type of extreme fluctuations would occur in 
all training facilities, including classrooms, laboratory equipment, 
navigation trainers, owe other physical equipment proper for the tr ain- 
ing of a particular class. The creation of such a serious imbalance 
in classes would be manifestly impractical, as well as uneconomical, 

and would serve as a serious impairment to the quality of the training 
received by the cadets. 

Recognizing this problem, the Board of Visitors to the United States 
Air Force Academy for 1957, of which Representative Errett P. Scriv- 
ner was chairman, included in its recent recommendations that “sec- 
tion 6, Public Law 325, 83d Congress, be amended during the Ist ses- 
sion of the 85th Congress to permit the Academy to reach its author- 
ized strength of 2,496 in an economical and orderly manner.” 

This bill would extend section 6, Public Law 325, 83d Congress, for 
an additional 4-year period (1959 through 1962). If it is enacted, the 
Academy plans to enter classes of 712 each year for the years 1959, 
1960, 1961, and 1962. In 1963, the Academy would then revert to the 
West Point system in a smooth and orderly manner. 
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The next chart, which is attached to this statement as exhibit B, 
illustrates the uniform increase in cadet strength that would be ob- 
‘tained if this bill is enacted. 

Ve strongly feel that the passage of this bill will allow the Academy 
to proceed to the authorized strength of 2,496 in a sound, economical, 
and practical manner. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I shall be happy to answer any ques- 
tions that you may have. 
(The tables referred to are as follows :) 











EXHisiT A 






Cadet strength without extension of sec. 6, Public Law 325, 83d Cong. 









| | | | } 

| 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 8 | 0 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1968 
—| 2) 
| 













Entering class........-...--| 1306] 1300 307| 448] 1,640 458 372 463 | 1,425 
8d class.......- sinip mirage mph aniaaligest 1 247 255 261 394 | 1,443 | 403 | 327 | 407 
yf. eae ee 260 likveeoduivedtowes 235 243 249 376 | 1,378 885 | 312 
1G CINE a iccnecensds conqeesjennas ghalndesiape lacunae 229 237 243 | 367 | 1,345 | 376 

Total cadets. .......-. 306 547 | 797 | 1,181 | 2,520 | 2,520 | 2,520 | 2,5 20 2, 520 
Expected graduates. eeu aeiee neieneeh tial datei tind pide helenae 226 23 | 240 | 363 1, 328 











1 Actus 









il entry: 





Attrition on entering strength: 











4th class year Percent 
PRIDE CON micics sc niseidwdiencnmetmis nninesienidiiiadicaddiatah sheave ven tiaditeaiaaiastltesineanincg tae ieee i 
PENS GR 6 els S le. cel dnncdbdcs dese btedecdidcabdiciddbadeitecebubslbbcdastabbou . i2 
3d class year... oa . - eneeinaea pei ‘ sate Staite “ { 
2d class Year..........- siedeieieaaeiiisanmed Splenic 2 Se . ae 2 
Ist class year...... siipcatboninieieotdbaecbantale * = —_ a a i powaseieses ok i 













a Estimated 3 percent greater attrition in 4th class year at interim site due to the limit 
facilities 

Note.—Althoug sh att rition on an entering class size of 1,600 to 1,800 would be considerably hig! 
percent in 4 years, the variation would not be much less drastic. 


1 and temporary 
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EXHIBIT B 









Cadct strength under extension of sec. 6, Public Law 825, 83d Cong. 









1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 | 1961 1962 1963 









Entering class..... 1 306 1 300 397 | 448 712 712 | 712 712 712 
3d class... 4 1 247 255 261 | 394 626 | 626 | 626 626 
2d class. Zoo Oi 235 243 | 249 376 | 598 598 598 






Ist class 229 237 243 367 584 584 





Total cadets. -.---. 306 547 797 1, 181 1, 592 1, 957 2, 303 2, 520 
Expected graduates. ‘ 226 234 240 363 





| 










1 Actual entry: 






Attrition on entering strength: 







4th class year: Percent 
eee Ste  eieiacnath neadeettditisieaaicdanenadmananaacaeiiamveld i #15 
Permanent site... ‘ , - 12 

3d class year _. , : ‘ ; a i ‘ 4 

2d class year -- eae J Wivasdadmed Ace at 7 2 

Ist class year.... ae sien See. ae ei = idence asia 1 

« Estimated 3 percent greater attrition in 4th class year at interim site due to the limited and temporary 


facilities. 


Mr. Devereux. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Brooxs. General Devereux. 

Mr. Devereux. General, do you have no other solution? We rec- 
ognize the problem that you would have if all of the appointments 
were made in 1 year and you had that great influx. Can you think 
of any other solution 
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Mr. Brooxs. May I interrupt the General to say this: I asked our 
counsel if he would work with the Department to work out another 


solution, which we would present in due course. I thought I would: 


point that out. 

Mr. Deverevx. I just wanted to elicit from General Briggs if they 
had not given consideration to another solution. 

General Briees. Yes, sir. There are other possible solutions. We 
think this one is administratively the best to handle—the best to han- 
dle this problem that we have. 

“ssentially, we have been operating under this system for 3 _ 
now. Our third year has just been ‘completed. We understand i 
We have improved it, and we have gotten many, many of the bugs es 
of it. We think we could administer this system more effic iently and 
better. 

Mr. Deverevx. Just offhand I could think of another solution. If 
we apportioned out the appointments over the next 4 years so you 
would not have that great influx of people in 1959, that would be a 
more acceptable solution to the members of the Congress, because hers 
have been a number of kicks about the fact that they have not been 
able to appoint people to the Academy. 

General Bricas. Yes. 

Mr. Brooxs. Mr. Van Zandt. 

Mr. Van Zanpr. I am sympathetic to your problems, but at the 
same time I must recognize the criticism that comes from my constitu- 
ents. 

General Briaes. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Van Zanpvr. For an illustration, I advertise annually that the 
vacancies at the Air Force Academy will be filled by a competitive ex- 
amination. I have 30 young men take the examination. I take the 
first 10 on the register and nominate them as principals and alternates. 
They are thrown into a reservoir of 290 other principals, and three 
times that many alternates in Pennsylvania, and from that reservoir, 
which approximates six or seven hundred, if not a thousand princi- 
pals and alternates, you select 15 from Pennsylvania. 

General Brices. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Van Zanpvr. And I have not as yet had one from my congres- 
sional district, and the people cannot understand it. 

Now, what you do is you give preference to the principals and alter- 

nates of the bigger cities. They are getting the appointments to the 
Academy. I have been telling my people at the end of the 4-year- 
period, which is 1958, we are then going back to the routine method 
of appointing people to these Ac: ademies, and I think we can amend 
this language here in line with General Devereux’s suggestion and per- 
mit members of Congress to appoint one in 1959, one in 1960, one in 
1961, and one in 1962. In that way we will not overcrowd the Acade- 
mies’ facilities. 

Mr. Brooxs. We worked on a proposal that might be acceptable. 
Could you explain it to the subcommittee ? 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes. 

Mr. Brooks. Would you come forward? It isa little different. 

Mr. Price. I will say we can’t hear you at all down at this end. 
We have not heard a word for 10 minutes. 

Mr. Ducanpver. This amendment would strike all the language in 
the bill after the enacting clause, and in lieu thereof you will insert— 
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and I will have to explain it, because just to read it would not make a 
good deal of sense: “For the 4-year period beginning with the class 
entering July 1959”—that would be at the end of the interim period, 
right now you would start this system—“each Member”—that is, each 
Member of Congress, Senators, Representatives, Delegates, the Com- 
missioner from Puerto Rico, would get one for each year for the 4 years 
starting in 1959. 

Is that correct ? 

Colonel Taytor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ducanver. The first and third years two would be admitted, 
and the second and fourth, one, from the District of Columbia. They 
can’t do it on one each year, because the District has a different number 
than the members and they have to work it out that way. One from 
the Panama Canal. They are taking the regular ones in the statute 
now and just cutting them down. 

Let me see, there 1s one from your “at large” grou 

General Brices. Fifteen persons are generally “at large” from the 
services, Army and Air Force. Sons of veterans 

Mr. Ducanper. That is not in this amendment—I am speaking, for 
instance, of these here, 7 and 8, in the law. Which are those? 

General Taytor. Sections 7 and 8—— 

Mr. Ducanprer. You would take one from the United States at large? 

General Taytor. Correct. 

Mr. Ducanprer. And one from the enlisted members of the Air 
Force ? 

General Taytor. That is right. 

Mr. Ducanper. You would take one each from the United States 
at large each year and one from the enlisted members of the Air Force, 
each year. Now, in this last part here—— 

General Taytor. This is the qualified alternate provision to fill up 
vacancies for those that were not filled. 

Mr. Ducanper. Who would these be selected from ? 

General Tayzor. I have section 9143, which is the qualified alternate. 
This? 

Mr. Brooxs. Mr. Ducander, may we return to the record ? 

Mr. Ducanper. There is one additional section which allows for 
filling by alternates and bringing it up to strength. But essentially 
what it does is give each member 1 for each year for 4 years following 
1959, up to 1962. 

Mr. Brooxs. Will that fill the Academy ? 

General Taytor. No. But it brings it up to 2,496 in 1962, 

Mr. Brooks. That is the strength, 2,496 ? 

General Taytor. Yes, authorized strength. 

Mr. Brooxs. Your plan will be to let each Member of Congress and 
the Delegates and the Commissioner nominate one candidate each year ? 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes. 

Mr. Brooks. That would give about how many each year? 

Mr. Ducanper. That would be 526 for the Members of Congress, 2 
Delegates, 1 Commissioner—that would be 529; there are here 3 or 4 
from the District of Columbia, 1 from the Panama Canal, 1 from at- 
large, and 1 from enlisted men. So it would be in the neighborhood, 
we will say, of 540. 

Mr. Brooks. Is that correct, 540? 

Mr. Price. What about the number of Presidential appointments? 
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Mr. Brooxs. Yes. 

Mr. Van Zanvr. And your honor schools. 

Mr. Brooxs. And your ROTC and National Guard. 

Mr. Ducanver. And what about the other categories? The chair- 
man would like to know what about the other appointing authorities 
in the law; for instance, your Presidential appointees, your Vice- 
Presidential appointees, and so on. 

Colonel O’Connor. My name is Lt. Col. Virgil J. O’Connor. 

This system of appointment would provide 624 cadets each year. 

Mr. Brooxs. Can you handle 624? 

Colonel O’Connor. Yes, sir. We can handle more than that. 

Mr. Brooxs. Beginning next year? 

Colonel O’Connor. Beginning 1959. 

Mr. Brooks. 1959? 

Colonel O’Connor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. That would provide 624, you say ? 

Colonel O’Connor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. And you can handle how many ? 

General Brices. We are programed for 712. 

Mr. Price. Why couldn’t we s: ave some time here, Mr. Chairman: 
why don’t we let it be known that it is the feeling of the committee 
that we want these appointments to revert to the congressional mem- 
bers, and with that in mind, that theory being adopted by the commit- 
tee, you come back here with a plan t hat will meet the situation. 

Mr. Brooxs. I ask Mr. Dueander to let them know I did not think 
the sentiment of the committee eal let them favor the present plan. 
He has gotten in touch with them, but has no complete report ae: 

Mr. Ducanper. We just got it this morning. 

Mr. Brooks. If that is the pleasure of the subecommittee— that we 
ask the Air Force to come forward with a plan that will put into effect 
the permanent system, in a gradual way, then I think 1t would meet 
with the pleasure of the subcommittee. 

Is there anybody in the subcommittee that would oppose that ar- 
rangement ? 

Mr. Bray. Mr. Chairman, I move that the counsel, Mr. Ducander, 
working with the Department, work out a plan that generally meets 
the opinions that have been expressed by members of the committee. 

Mr. Brooks. You have heard the motion. Is there any objection 
to it? 

(No response.) 

Mr. Brooks. It is so ordered. 

Mr. Ducander, will you work with the general ? 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes. 

Mr. Brooxs. When do you think you could come up with a plan 
for the committee ? 

Mr. Ducanper. We could do it this afternoon and present it Mon- 
day morning. 

Mr. Brooxs. Suppose you work the plan out and communicate with 
the Chair, and I will send the notice out in the customary way. We 
had better go over it in advance. 

Anybody on the subcommittee who has ideas on the matter, please 
give the ideas to Mr. Ducander before the next meeting. 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes. 
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Mr. Price said appointments should be for Members of Congress. 
Did you mean for the next 4 years to the exclusion of all others? 

Mr. Price. I mean working on a gradual basis so we can get it in 
line with the present appointments of the other service academies. 

Mr. Brooxs. To implement the program. 

Mr. Price. Yes. 

Mr. Van Zanpvr. I would like to ask one question along that line. 

Today how are the Presidential appointments to the Air Force 
Academy filled ¢ 

General Bricas. The Presidential appointments are filled from the 
sons of service officers. 

Mr. Van Zanpv. I am aware of that. But does he appoint 10 times 
as many as he is going to appoint, and then you take the competitive 
examination between those 10, the same as Congress does ? 

General Brices. Every member of the service is authorized to take 
the examinations competitively, and the tops are selected. There are 
no fixed number of nominations from the Presidential appointments. 

Mr. Van Zanpr. They do not subscribe to the appointment of 10 
times as many and then have the-—— 

General Briaes. Generally the number examined are far above the 
10 times. That applies to every academy. Our vacancies are also 
filled from the Army and Air Force, as are the vacancies at West Point 
irom the Navy and Air Force. 

Mr. Price. You said officers. What arrangement do you have for 
enlisted men ? 

General Brices. There are allocations made to the Army and Air 
Force, National Guard, ROTC, and then the enlisted men of the 
regular service. 

Mr. Price. In the statement of Mr. Ducander, you would provide 
for only one enlisted personnel in the first year of that plan, and that 
does not seem at all reasonable to me. 

General Brices. I misspoke—the Presidentials are sons of service 
personnel of the regular services. I am sorry, sir. 

Mr. Price. That is what I understand. 

General Brices. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Brooks. I think we agree on it. 

Mr. Winsteap. And they are taken from the top, just like the ex- 
amination held in the States. The service personnel are selected from 
the examinations you have given from the top down ? 

General Brices. Yes. And the examinations are identical. 

Mr. Pricer. Of course, the question was asked, now, how do you han- 
dle that now under the present system ? 

General Brieas. By allocation of the vacancies. 

Mr. Price. How many do you select ? 

General Briccs. From other services ? 

Mr. Price. No, from sons of regular military personnel. 

General Briaes. I am sorry. 

Mr. Brooks. If there is no objection, we have agreed on the pro- 
gram, and Mr. Ducander will get in touch with the proper authority 


and work out a program which will give the implementation of the 
permanent appointments. 


Excuse me, Mr. Price, you have a question. 


General Brices. There are 12 entering in 1957—12 of the 307 com- 
ing in. 











Mr. Price. Is that a reduced ratio, the same as these others? 

General Briees. Yes, sir; limited by law to 15 percent of the total 
of all these allocations other than congressional. 

Mr. Brooxs. Thank you very much. 

General Briccs. May I add one statement at this time? 

Mr. Brooks. Surely. 

General Briees. I would like to impress the committee with the nec- 
essity for having more than 1 and 2 alternates made in the nomination 
of principals and candidates. 

Mr. Brooks. Now, Mr. Cunningham, who is on our committee, sug- 
gests that under this system you might have 10. He likes the idea of 
having 10 to select from. I don’t think anybody on the committee 
would object to the number, but it seems to me that 10 would be a 
rather large number. 

Mr. Bray. The Navy has 3 or 4—the Navy, 4; and the Army, 3. 
I found that always sufficient. 

General Briees. I would like to point out that our physical en- 
trance requirements are higher and much more stringent than the 
other. 

Mr. Bray. I think all you fellows are a pretty good bunch of men. 
No supermen in any of the three services. 

Mr. Brooxs. We want to help the Academy. 

General Brices. We would like to have a large number of nomina- 
tions so your districts will not be vacant, sir. 

General Taytor. May I have a moment to confer with General 
Briggs? 

Mr. Brooxs. We have another bill to take up. You can take your 
time conferring and come back to us before we adjourn, if you would 
care to do that. 

General Tayxor. I believe the bill Mr. Ducander has will be accept- 
able to the Air Force, sir, and I just want to take a few minutes to 
explain it to General Briggs. 

Mr. Brooxs. You take all the time you want. We will go ahead 
with this installation bill here. 

(Whereupon the subcommittee proceeded to further business, after 
which proceedings were had as follows :) 

Mr. Brooxs. That leaves us with one item, the general here wanted 
a little time to discuss that program, for the Air Force Academy. 

Gentlemen, if you have had an opportunity to go over that, we would 
be glad to have any further comment. 

Have you had an opportunity to discuss that ? 

General Brices. Yes. I would like to add to the record; in the ab- 
sence of our proposals, and the desires of the committee, we are of the 
opinion we can live with your proposal very well. 

Mr. Brooxs. The colonel will be available to help to work out any 
little bugs in the proposal so that it works smoothly ? 

General Brices. Yes, sir. We will be ready until the committee 
finishes with it. 

Mr. Brooxs. The Air Force Academy can live with it ? 

General Brices. Yes. 

Mr. Brooxs. We do not want to hurt the Air Force Academy. We 
want to see it grow, expand, and develop. 

General Briees. I might point out one feature of the proposal, that 
might be added, if you sodesire. This proposal has an incoming class 
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of 624. This is somewhat under our capacity at this time. We would 
like to have some provision in there, if possible, to bring this up to 
about 712. That is an estimated capacity, including attrition of early 
classes. It seems a shame not to take in the full amount so we can grad- 
uate normal classes. 

Mr. Deverrux. Can’t you take care of that through your Academic 
Board ¢ 

Mr. Van Zanpr. Or alternates? 

Mr. Price. Yes. 

General Brices. Except this proposal limits our intake to that num- 
ber, 624. The provision could be written, if you desire to bring that 
up toa strength of about 712, or 715. 

Mr. Brooks. Thank you very much, General. 

General Briees. Thank you. 

Mr. Brooks. If there is no objection, Mr. Ducander will be author- 
ized to work out a bill to be submitted to the subcommittee for approval 
later. We appreciate everybody being here. If there is no further 
business, the subcommittee will adjourn. 

(Whereupon, at 12:30 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, to re- 
convene subject to call of the Chair.) 
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